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Excerpts from SGMA pertaining to land use agencies 

Note:  This is an excerpt from the 2014 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act and related statutory 
provisions; it includes 2015 amendments which are shown in underline and strikeout. 

Access the full legislation at this link: https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-
Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management/Files/2014-
Sustainable-Groundwater-Management-Legislation-with-2015-amends-1-15-2016.pdf 

 

Government Code 

65350.5. REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION OF GROUNDWATER REQUIREMENTS 
 

Before the adoption or any substantial amendment of a city’s or county’s general plan, the 
planning agency shall review and consider all of the following: 

 

(a) An adoption of, or update to, a groundwater sustainability plan or groundwater management 
plan pursuant to Part 2.74 (commencing with Section 10720) or Part 2.75 (commencing with Section 
10750) of Division 6 of the Water Code or groundwater management court order, judgment, or 
decree. 

 
(b) An adjudication of water rights. 

 
(c) An order or interim plan by the State Water Resources Control Board pursuant to 
Chapter 11 (commencing with Section 10735) of Part 2.74 of Division 6 of the Water Code. 

 
65352. REFERRAL OF PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN UPDATES TO OTHER AGENCIES 

 

(a) Before a legislative body takes action to adopt or substantially amend a general plan, the 
planning agency shall refer the proposed action to all of the following entities: 

 
(1) A city or county, within or abutting the area covered by the proposal, and any special district 
that may be significantly affected by the proposed action, as determined by the planning agency. 

 

(2) An elementary, high school, or unified school district within the area covered by the 
proposed action. 

 
(3) The local agency formation commission. 

 
(4) An areawide planning agency whose operations may be significantly affected by the 
proposed action, as determined by the planning agency. 

 
(5) A federal agency, if its operations or lands within its jurisdiction may be significantly affected 
by the proposed action, as determined by the planning agency. 
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(6) (A) The branches of the United States Armed Forces that have provided the Office of 
Planning and Research with a California mailing address pursuant to subdivision (d) of 
Section 65944, if the proposed action is within 1,000 feet of a military installation, or lies 
within special use airspace, or beneath a low-level flight path, as defined in Section 21098 of 
the Public Resources Code, and if the United States Department of Defense provides 
electronic maps of low-level flight paths, special use airspace, and military installations at a 
scale and in an electronic format that is acceptable to the Office of Planning and Research. 

 

(B) Within 30 days of a determination by the Office of Planning and Research that the 
information provided by the Department of Defense is sufficient and in an acceptable scale 
and format, the office shall notify cities, counties, and cities and counties of the availability 
of the information on the Internet. Cities, counties, and cities and counties shall comply 
with subparagraph (A) within 30 days of receiving this notice from the office. 

 

(7) A public water system, as defined in Section 116275 of the Health and Safety Code, with 
3,000 or more service connections, that serves water to customers within the area covered by 
the proposal. The public water system shall have at least 45 days to comment on the proposed 
plan, in accordance with subdivision (b), and to provide the planning agency with the 
information set forth in Section 65352.5. 

 
(8) Any groundwater sustainability agency that has adopted a groundwater sustainability plan 
pursuant to Part 2.74 (commencing with Section 10720) of Division 6 of the Water Code or 
local agency that otherwise manages groundwater pursuant to other provisions of law or a 
court order, judgment, or decree within the planning area of the proposed general plan. 
 
(9) The State Water Resources Control Board, if it has adopted an interim plan pursuant to 
Chapter 11 (commencing with Section 10735) of Part 2.74 of Division 6 of the Water Code that 
includes territory within the planning area of the proposed general plan. 

 
(10) The Bay Area Air Quality Management District for a proposed action within the 
boundaries of the district. 

 

(11) A California Native American tribe that is on the contact list maintained by the Native 
American Heritage Commission and that has traditional lands located within the city’s or 
county’s jurisdiction. 

 
(12) The Central Valley Flood Protection Board for a proposed action within the boundaries of 
the Sacramento and San Joaquin Drainage District, as set forth in Section 8501 of the Water 
Code. 

 

(b) An entity receiving a proposed general plan or amendment of a general plan pursuant to this 
section shall have 45 days from the date the referring agency mails it or delivers it to comment 
unless a longer period is specified by the planning agency. 
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(c) (1) This section is directory, not mandatory, and the failure to refer a proposed action to the 
entities specified in this section does not affect the validity of the action, if adopted. 

 

(2) To the extent that the requirements of this section conflict with the requirements of Chapter 
4.4 (commencing with Section 65919), the requirements of Chapter 4.4 shall prevail. 

 
65352.5. REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE WATER-RELATED DOCUMENTS TO GENERAL PLAN AGENCY 

 

(a) The Legislature finds and declares that it is vital that there be close coordination and consultation 
between California’s water supply or management agencies and California’s land use approval 
agencies to ensure that proper water supply and management planning occurs to accommodate 
projects that will result in increased demands on water supplies or impact water resource 
management. 

 
(b) It is, therefore, the intent of the Legislature to provide a standardized process for determining 
the adequacy of existing and planned future water supplies to meet existing and planned future 
demands on these water supplies and the impact of land use decisions on the management of 
California’s water supply resources. 

 
(c) Upon receiving, pursuant to Section 65352, notification of a city’s or a county’s proposed action 
to adopt or substantially amend a general plan, a public water system, as defined in Section 116275 
of the Health and Safety Code, with 3,000 or more service connections, shall provide the planning 
agency with the following information, as is appropriate and relevant: 

 

(1) The current version of its urban water management plan, adopted pursuant to Part 
2.6 (commencing with Section 10610) of Division 6 of the Water Code. 

 

(2) The current version of its capital improvement program or plan, as reported pursuant to 
Section 31144.73 of the Water Code. 
(3) A description of the source or sources of the total water supply currently available to the 
water supplier by water right or contract, taking into account historical data concerning wet, 
normal, and dry runoff years. 

 
(4) A description of the quantity of surface water that was purveyed by the water supplier in 
each of the previous five years. 

 

(5) A description of the quantity of groundwater that was purveyed by the water supplier in 
each of the previous five years. 

 
(6) A description of all proposed additional sources of water supplies for the water 
supplier, including the estimated dates by which these additional sources should be 
available and the quantities of additional water supplies that are being proposed. 

 

(7) A description of the total number of customers currently served by the water supplier, 
as identified by the following categories and by the amount of water served to each 
category: 
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(A) Agricultural users. 

 
(B) Commercial users. 

 
(C) Industrial users. 

 
(D) Residential users. 

 
(8) Quantification of the expected reduction in total water demand, identified by each 
customer category set forth in paragraph (7), associated with future implementation of water 
use reduction measures identified in the water supplier’s urban water management plan. 

 

(9) Any additional information that is relevant to determining the adequacy of existing and 
planned future water supplies to meet existing and planned future demands on these water 
supplies. 

 

(d) Upon receiving, pursuant to Section 65352, notification of a city’s or a county’s proposed action 
to adopt or substantially amend a general plan, a groundwater sustainability agency, as defined in 
Section 10721 of the Water Code, or an entity that submits an alternative under Section 10733.6 
shall provide the planning agency with the following information, as is appropriate and relevant: 

 

(1) The current version of its groundwater sustainability plan or alternative adopted pursuant to 
Part 
2.74 (commencing with Section 10720) of Division 6 of the Water Code. 

 
(2) If the groundwater sustainability agency manages groundwater pursuant to a court order, 
judgment, decree, or agreement among affected water rights holders, or if the State Water 
Resources Control Board has adopted an interim plan pursuant to Chapter 11 (commencing 
with Section 10735) of Part 2.74 of Division 6 of the Water Code, the groundwater sustainability 
agency shall provide the planning agency with maps of recharge basins and percolation ponds, 
extraction limitations, and other relevant information, or the court order, judgment, or decree. 
 
(3) A report on the anticipated effect of proposed action to adopt or substantially amend a 
general plan on implementation of a groundwater sustainability plan pursuant to Part 2.74 
(commencing with Section 10720) of Division 6 of the Water Code. 
(1) The State Water Resources Control Board, if it has adopted an interim plan pursuant to 
Chapter 11 (commencing with Section 10735) of Part 2.74 of Division 6 of the Water Code that 
includes territory within the planning area of the proposed general plan. 

 
(2) The Bay Area Air Quality Management District for a proposed action within the 
boundaries of the district. 

 

(3) A California Native American tribe that is on the contact list maintained by the Native 
American Heritage Commission and that has traditional lands located within the city’s or 
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county’s jurisdiction. 
 

(4) The Central Valley Flood Protection Board for a proposed action within the boundaries of 
the Sacramento and San Joaquin Drainage District, as set forth in Section 8501 of the Water 
Code. 

 

(d) An entity receiving a proposed general plan or amendment of a general plan pursuant to this 
section shall have 45 days from the date the referring agency mails it or delivers it to comment 
unless a longer period is specified by the planning agency. 

 
(e) (1) This section is directory, not mandatory, and the failure to refer a proposed action to the 

entities specified in this section does not affect the validity of the action, if adopted. 
 

(2) To the extent that the requirements of this section conflict with the requirements of Chapter 
4.4 (commencing with Section 65919), the requirements of Chapter 4.4 shall prevail. 

 
65352.5. REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE WATER-RELATED DOCUMENTS TO GENERAL PLAN AGENCY 

 

(e) The Legislature finds and declares that it is vital that there be close coordination and consultation 
between California’s water supply or management agencies and California’s land use approval 
agencies to ensure that proper water supply and management planning occurs to accommodate 
projects that will result in increased demands on water supplies or impact water resource 
management. 

 
(f) It is, therefore, the intent of the Legislature to provide a standardized process for determining 
the adequacy of existing and planned future water supplies to meet existing and planned future 
demands on these water supplies and the impact of land use decisions on the management of 
California’s water supply resources. 

 
(g) Upon receiving, pursuant to Section 65352, notification of a city’s or a county’s proposed action 
to adopt or substantially amend a general plan, a public water system, as defined in Section 116275 
of the Health and Safety Code, with 3,000 or more service connections, shall provide the planning 
agency with the following information, as is appropriate and relevant: 

 

(1) The current version of its urban water management plan, adopted pursuant to Part 
2.6 (commencing with Section 10610) of Division 6 of the Water Code. 

 

(2) The current version of its capital improvement program or plan, as reported pursuant to 
Section 31144.73 of the Water Code. 
(3) A description of the source or sources of the total water supply currently available to the 
water supplier by water right or contract, taking into account historical data concerning wet, 
normal, and dry runoff years. 

 
(4) A description of the quantity of surface water that was purveyed by the water supplier in 
each of the previous five years. 
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(5) A description of the quantity of groundwater that was purveyed by the water supplier in 
each of the previous five years. 

 
(6) A description of all proposed additional sources of water supplies for the water 
supplier, including the estimated dates by which these additional sources should be 
available and the quantities of additional water supplies that are being proposed. 

 

(7) A description of the total number of customers currently served by the water supplier, 
as identified by the following categories and by the amount of water served to each 
category: 

 
(A) Agricultural users. 

 
(B) Commercial users. 

 
(C) Industrial users. 

 
(D) Residential users. 

 
(8) Quantification of the expected reduction in total water demand, identified by each 
customer category set forth in paragraph (7), associated with future implementation of water 
use reduction measures identified in the water supplier’s urban water management plan. 

 
(9) Any additional information that is relevant to determining the adequacy of existing and 
planned future water supplies to meet existing and planned future demands on these water 
supplies. 

 

(h) Upon receiving, pursuant to Section 65352, notification of a city’s or a county’s proposed action 
to adopt or substantially amend a general plan, a groundwater sustainability agency, as defined in 
Section 10721 of the Water Code, or an entity that submits an alternative under Section 10733.6 
shall provide the planning agency with the following information, as is appropriate and relevant: 

 
(1) The current version of its groundwater sustainability plan or alternative adopted pursuant to 
Part 
2.74 (commencing with Section 10720) of Division 6 of the Water Code. 

 
(2) If the groundwater sustainability agency manages groundwater pursuant to a court order, 
judgment, decree, or agreement among affected water rights holders, or if the State Water 
Resources Control Board has adopted an interim plan pursuant to Chapter 11 (commencing 
with Section 10735) of Part 2.74 of Division 6 of the Water Code, the groundwater sustainability 
agency shall provide the planning agency with maps of recharge basins and percolation ponds, 
extraction limitations, and other relevant information, or the court order, judgment, or decree. 

(3) A report on the anticipated effect of proposed action to adopt or substantially amend a 
general plan on implementation of a groundwater sustainability plan pursuant to Part 2.74 
(commencing with Section 10720) of Division 6 of the Water Code. 


