ARTICLE 8. Interagency Agreements

§ 357. Introduction to Interagency Agreements

This Article describes the requirements for coordination agreements between Agencies
within a basin developed pursuant to Water Code Section 10727.6, and voluntary
interbasin agreements.

Note: Authority cited: Section 10733.2, Water Code.
Reference: Section 10733.2, Water Code.

§ 357.2. Interbasin Agreements

Two or more Agencies may enter into an agreement to establish compatible sustainability
goals and understanding regarding fundamental elements of the Plans of each Agency as
they relate to sustainable groundwater management. Interbasin agreements may be
included in the Plan to support a finding that implementation of the Plan will not adversely
affect an adjacent basin’s ability to implement its Plan or impede the ability to achieve its
sustainability goal. Interbasin agreements should facilitate the exchange of technical
information between Agencies and include a process to resolve disputes concerning the
interpretation of that information. Interbasin agreements may include any information the
participating Agencies deem appropriate, such as the following:

(a) General information:
(1) Identity of each basin participating in and covered by the terms of the agreement.

(2) A list of the Agencies or other public agencies or other entities with groundwater
management responsibilities in each basin.

(3) A list of the Plans, Alternatives, or adjudicated areas in each basin.
(b) Technical information:

(1) An estimate of groundwater flow across basin boundaries, including consistent and
coordinated data, methods and assumptions.

(2) An estimate of stream-aquifer interactions at boundaries.

(3) A common understanding of the geology and hydrology of the basins and the
hydraulic connectivity as it applies to the Agency’s determination of groundwater flow
across basin boundaries and description of the different assumptions utilized by
different Plans and how the Agencies reconciled those differences.

(4) Sustainable management criteria and a monitoring network that would confirm that
no adverse impacts result from the implementation of the Plans of any party to the
agreement. If minimum thresholds or measurable objectives differ substantially
between basins, the agreement should specify how the Agencies will reconcile those
differences and manage the basins to avoid undesirable results. The Agreement should
identify the differences that the parties consider significant and include a plan and
schedule to reduce uncertainties to collectively resolve those uncertainties and
differences.
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(c) A description of the process for identifying and resolving conflicts between Agencies that
are parties to the agreement.

(d) Interbasin agreements submitted to the Department shall be posted on the
Department’s website.

Note: Authority cited: Section 10733.2, Water Code.
Reference: Sections 10727.2, 10733, and 10733.2, Water Code.

§ 357.4. Coordination Agreements

(a) Agencies intending to develop and implement multiple Plans pursuant to Water Code
Section 10727(b)(3) shall enter into a coordination agreement to ensure that the Plans are
developed and implemented utilizing the same data and methodologies, and that elements
of the Plans necessary to achieve the sustainability goal for the basin are based upon
consistent interpretations of the basin setting.

(b) Coordination agreements shall describe the following:
(1) A point of contact with the Department.

(2) The responsibilities of each Agency for meeting the terms of the agreement, the
procedures for the timely exchange of information between Agencies, and procedures for
resolving conflicts between Agencies.

(3) How the Agencies have used the same data and methodologies for assumptions
described in Water Code Section 10727.6 to prepare coordinated Plans, including the
following:

(A) Groundwater elevation data, supported by the quality, frequency, and spatial
distribution of data in the monitoring network and the monitoring objectives as
described in Subarticle 4 of Article 5.

(B) A coordinated water budget for the basin, as described in Section 354.18,
including groundwater extraction data, surface water supply, total water use, and
change in groundwater in storage.

(C) Sustainable yield for the basin, supported by a description of the undesirable
results for the basin, and an explanation of how the minimum thresholds and
measureable objectives defined by each Plan relate to those undesirable results,
based on information described in the basin setting.

(c) The coordination agreement shall explain how the Plans implemented together, satisfy
the requirements of the Act and are in substantial compliance with this Subchapter

(d) The coordination agreement shall describe a process for submitting all Plans, Plan
amendments, supporting information, all monitoring data and other pertinent information,
along with annual reports and periodic evaluations.

(e) The coordination agreement shall describe a coordinated data management system for
the basin, as described in Section 352.6.

(f) Coordination agreements shall identify adjudicated areas within the basin, and any local
agencies that have adopted an Alternative that has been accepted by the Department. If an
Agency forms in a basin managed by an Alternative, the Agency shall evaluate the
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agreement with the Alternative prepared pursuant to Section 358.2 and determine whether
it satisfies the requirements of this Section.

(g) The coordination agreement shall be submitted to the Department together with the
Plans for the basin and, if approved, shall become part of the Plan for each participating
Agency.

(h) The Department shall evaluate a coordination agreement for compliance with the
procedural and technical requirements of this Section, to ensure that the agreement is
binding on all parties, and that provisions of the agreement are sufficient to address any
disputes between or among parties to the agreement.

(i) Coordination agreements shall be reviewed as part of the five-year assessment, revised
as necessary, dated, and signed by all parties.

Note: Authority cited: Section 10733.2, Water Code.

Reference: Sections 10721, 10727.2, 10727.6, 10733, 10733.2, 10733.4, and 10733.8, Water
Code.

NOTE: This is an excerpt from the Groundwater Sustainability Regulations. Read the full
regulations here:
https://water.ca.gov/LegacyFiles/groundwater/sgm/pdfs/GSP_Emergency Regulations.pdf
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