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ARTICLE 5. Plan Contents 
 

SUBARTICLE 2. Basin Setting 
 
§ 354.16. Groundwater Conditions 
Each Plan shall provide a description of current and historical groundwater conditions in 
the basin, including data from January 1, 2015, to current conditions, based on the best 
available information that includes the following: 
(a) Groundwater elevation data demonstrating flow directions, lateral and vertical 
gradients, and regional pumping patterns, including: 

(1) Groundwater elevation contour maps depicting the groundwater table or 
potentiometric surface associated with the current seasonal high and seasonal low for 
each principal aquifer within the basin. 
(2) Hydrographs depicting long-term groundwater elevations, historical highs and lows, 
and hydraulic gradients between principal aquifers. 

(b) A graph depicting estimates of the change in groundwater in storage, based on data, 
demonstrating the annual and cumulative change in the volume of groundwater in storage 
between seasonal high groundwater conditions, including the annual groundwater use and 
water year type. 
(c) Seawater intrusion conditions in the basin, including maps and cross-sections of the 
seawater intrusion front for each principal aquifer. 
(d) Groundwater quality issues that may affect the supply and beneficial uses of 
groundwater, including a description and map of the location of known groundwater 
contamination sites and plumes. 
(e) The extent, cumulative total, and annual rate of land subsidence, including maps 
depicting total subsidence, utilizing data available from the Department, as specified in 
Section 353.2, or the best available information. 
(f) Identification of interconnected surface water systems within the basin and an estimate 
of the quantity and timing of depletions of those systems, utilizing data available from the 
Department, as specified in Section 353.2, or the best available information. 
(g) Identification of groundwater dependent ecosystems within the basin, utilizing data 
available from the Department, as specified in Section 353.2, or the best available 
information. 
Note: Authority cited: Section 10733.2, Water Code. 
Reference: Sections 10723.2, 10727.2, 10727.4, and 10733.2, Water Code. 

 
NOTE:  This is an excerpt from the Groundwater Sustainability Regulations.  Read the full 
regulations here:  
https://water.ca.gov/LegacyFiles/groundwater/sgm/pdfs/GSP_Emergency_Regulations.pdf 
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